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Welcome to Mahale Mountains National Park! 

On the shores of Lake Tanganyika, the oldest and deepest 

lake in the world lies a pristine and remote park; the 

Mahale Mountains National Park. This park holds and protect 

the largest known population of chimpanzees, the jungle and 

the mountains. Visiting the park is a gratifying experience as 

you have a chance to carry chimp-trekking, hiking, snorkeling, 

VSRUW�ÀVKLQJ��ERDW�ULGH��Á\�FDPSLQJ�DQG�ELUG�ZDWFKLQJ�

Brief History of the Park
The area was gazetted as a National park in 1985 with an area of 1,613 

km2 (1,517 km2 terrestrial & 96km2 aquatic). The protection of this area 

ZDV�D�UHÁHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�SUHVHUYH�WKH�ODVW�

remaining wild chimpanzees in Africa. Also it was a result of series of 

research conducted by Japanese from 1961 to 1965 where they begun 

habituating chimpanzees in 1966.



Getting there

By road:  Distance from Kigoma town to Mahale Mountains   

 National Parks is 220 km 

By water: From Kigoma town can be reached by ship 

� �/LHPED�RU�ERDW�YLD�/DNH�7DQJDQ\LND�WR�/DJRVD�SRLQW�� �
 and then by using boat with 30 minutes cruise to the 
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park. Also transport at 

Rukoma or Mgambo 

YLOODJH�LV�DYDLODEOH�

where you can hire a 

local boat or arrange 

with park for boat pick 

up

By air :  Using FKDUWHG�ÁLJKW�
(Zantas air, Coastal 

DYLDWLRQ� Air Excel 

and safari air link) to 

mahale airstrip which 

is 05km to the park 

headquarters.

Climate
7KHUH�DUH�WZR�UDLQ\�VHDVRQV��WKH�VKRUW�UDLQV��2FWREHU�1RYHPEHU��

DQG�KHDY\�UDLQV��0DUFK�WR�0D\��ZLWK�DQ�DQQXDO�UDQJH�RI���������

2,500mm. The best time for forest walks is during the dry season 

where chimpanzees are likely to be seen in big groups and one may 

HQMR\�REVHUYLQJ�WKHLU�YDULRXV�EHKDYLRXUV�VXFK�DV�KXQWLQJ�RI�RWKHU�

primates or mammals. The maximum mean temperature of 31°C 

and humidity.



Attractions
7KH�SDUN�LV�UHQRZQHG�ZLWK�WKH�YDULHW\�RI�DWWUDFWLRQV�YDU\LQJ�
from terrestrial, jungle to the beaches of lake Tanganyika.

�� The chimps

The chimps are always seen in the forest jumping from one 

branch to another, from one tree to another and other times on 

the ground playing, grooming and eating.

�� Lake Tanganyika

7KLV�ORQJHVW�DQG�GHHSHVW�ODNH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�ZLWK�PDJQLÀFHQW�

YLHZV�RI�WKH�VKRUHV�SURYLGHV�D�XQLTXH�YLVLWRUV·�H[SHULHQFH�

especially when conducting snorkeling or resting on the shores 

while watching aquatic birds.



�� Mahale Mountain

7KH�PRXQWDLQ�SURYLGHV�DQ�H[SHULHQFH�RI�SK\VLFDO�FKDOOHQJH�ZKHQ�

attempting to summit the peak. It takes about 9hours to reach 

the top and during the hike one can spot different wildlife which 

makes your journey unforgettable.

Tourism Activities

�� Chimp trekking

7KH�FKLPS�WUHNNLQJ�WDNHV�YLVLWRUV�RQ�D�ZLOG�DGYHQWXUH�WKURXJK�
the hazy forest. Sitting in the forest, watching chimpanzees 

JHWWLQJ�RQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�GDLO\�OLYHV�LV�D�WUXO\�XQIRUJHWWDEOH�
experience.



�� Walking safari

Mahale is not just about chimpanzee-trekking; it also offers the 

SHUIHFW�EDODQFH�RI�ZLOGOLIH�YLHZLQJ�ZKHUH�DQLPDOV�OLNH�%XVK�

3LJV��%XVK�EXFNV��5HG�&ROREXV�0RQNH\V��5HG�7DLOHG�0RQNH\��

%OXH�0RQNH\�DQG�5HG�'XLNHU�DUH�HDVLO\�VHHQ��7KH�SDUN�RIIHUV�

short and long walks in the network of strategically positioned 

QDWXUDO�WUDLOV�ZKLFK�SURYLGH�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�FKRLFH�WR�YLVLWRUV�

�� Boat cruising

7KLV�DFWLYLW\�HQDEOHV�D�YLVLWRU�WR�JHW�D�FKDQFH�WR�YLHZ�D�

spectacular beauty of the lake and its shore full of beautiful 

water birds, crocodiles, hippos, otters and differnt plant species.

�� 6SRUW�ÀVKLQJ��

(QMR\�WKH�VSRUW�ÀVKLQJ�LQ�PDKDOH�ZKHUH�D�YLVLWRU�KDV�D�FKDQFH�

of getting a big catch. This thrilling and exciting recreational 

DFWLYLW\�ZLOO�PDNH�\RXU�VDIDUL�D�PHPRUDEOH�RQH��7KLV�DFWLYLW\�LV�

GRQH�XQGHU�FDSWXUH�DQG�UHOHDVH�ÀVKLQJ�PHWKRG�WR�HQVXUH�SDUN�

resource remain natural and unaltered condition.



�� Mountain hiking 

.XQJZH�ZLWK�DQ�HOHYDWLRQ�RI������P�D�V�O�LV�WKH�KLJKHVW�SHDN�

which proYLGH�YLVLWRUV�ZLWK�D�XQLTXH�VHQVH�RI�SK\VLFDO�FKDOOHQJH�

when climbing to the peak. It takes about 7–9 hours to the peak.

2WKHU�WRXULVP�DFWLYLWLHV�RIIHUHG�E\�WKH�SDUN�LQFOXGHV�FDPSLQJ�

VDIDULV���ZLOGHUQHVV�DQG�Á\�FDPSLQJ�DORQJ�WKH�EHDFKHV���

VQRUNHOLQJ��GLYLQJ��ND\DNLQJ�DQG�ELUG�ZDWFKLQJ�

$YDLODEOH�7RXULVP�)DFLOLWLHV

Park owned facilities

7KHUH�DUH�VHOI�FRQWDLQHG�WRXULVW�EDQGDV�DQG�SXEOLF��SULYDWH�FDPSLQJ�

sites.

Private owned facilities

There are two operating luxury tented camp namely, GREYSTOKE 

&$03�ZLWK�D�FDSDFLW\�RI����EHGV�DQG�LV�WKH�ROGHVW�FDPS�LQ�WKH�

3DUN��RZQHG�E\�1RPDG�7DQ]DQLD�/LPLWHG�DQG�.81*:(�%($&+�

PERMANENT CAMP with a capacity of 20 beds owned  by Kigoma 

+LOOWRS�/RGJHV�DQG�6DIDULV�

NB: Prior booking is required



7$5,))6

A. Conservation fees per person  

i. Age 16 and above 5,000 80 40

ii. Age between 5 and 15 2,000 20 10

iii. Age below 5 years Free Free Free

B. Camping Fee - Public Campsite
i. Age 16 and above 5,000 30 30

ii. Age between 5 and 15 2,500 5 5

iii. Age below 5 years Free Free Free

C. Camping Fee - Special Campsite
i. Of or above age of 16 years 10,000 50 50

ii. Between the age of 5 and 15 years 5,000 10 10

iii. Children below the age of 5 years Free Free Free

D. Camping Fees - Seasonal Campsite
i. Of or above age of 16 years 15,000 50 50

ii. Between the age of 5 and 15 years 7,500 10 10

iii. Children below the age of 5 years Free Free Free

E. Camping Fee - Flying Campisite
i. Of or above age of 16 years 5,000 50 50

ii. Between the age of 5 and 15 years 2,500 10 10

iii. Children below the age of 5 years Free Free Free

F. Accommodation fee
Bandas 40,000 40 40

G. Sport Fishing
i. Age 16 and above 10,000 25 25

ii. Age between 5 and 15 5,000 10 10

LLL��� +LULQJ�RI�¿VKLQJ�URG�
 (per rod) per day 10,000 20 20

East 
Africa 
TShs.

Non 
Resident   

US$
Expatriate  

US$



H. Walking Safaris
i. Short walks (1 to 4 hours) for adults 5,000 20 20

ii. Short walks for children of or 

 above 12 years 2,500 10 10

iii. Long walks (above 4 hours) for 

 adults 10,000 25 25

iv. Long walks for children of or 

 above 12 years 5,000 15 15

I. Guide/Ranger per group
 Guide fee  5,000 20 20

J. Filming Fees 
 !e following "lming fees are applicable to each  
 person per day and covers entrance, camping and  
 "lming. !is applies to all Nationalities               US $ 180

K. Filming Fees Crew Fee (Tanzanians) 
WKLV�LQFOXGHV�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�IHH��7VKV��������
and Camping fee (Tshs 2,000)   Tshs 3,000

L. Hotel Concession Fees
i. Of or above age of 16 years 20,000 30 30

ii. Between the age of 5 and 15 years 5,000 10 10

M. Video shooting per group of 2-20 pax  
 This is for recording own art (music or movies)

i.   Inside the Park (payable on top     

RI�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�IHHV�SHU�GD\�    100,000 100 100

LL���� +4�DQG�3DUN�RIÀFH�JURXQG� �������� ��� ��

N. Bushmeal 5,000 5 5

O. Boat safari fee 10,000 20 20

P. Snorkeling
All National Parks where applicable    

IRU���+UV� 10,000 10 10



Q. Annual Directors’ Pass Fee                                      US $ 100
 Requires prior authorization from the Conservation Commissioner 

R. Landing Fees
Foreign Aircrafts 

(US $)
Local Aircrafts 

(TShs)
Private Commercial Private Commercial

a)  Up to 4 seaters 50 120 10,000 15,000

b)  5 - 12 seaters 120 170 15,000 20,000

c)  13 - 20 seaters 170 320 20,000 35,000

d)  Over 20 seaters NA NA 50,000 60,000

S. Students Fee for Orgniazed Groups or Individuals
i. ConserYDWLRQ�IHH�IRU�3ULPDU\��6HFRQGDU\�� �

DQG�+LJK�6FKRRO�VWXGHQWV� 76KV������

LL�� &RQVHUYDWLRQ�IHH�IRU�&ROOHJHV�DQG�� �
8QLYHUVLWLHV�6WXGHQWV� 76KV������

iii. Camping fees for Primary, Secondary and   

+LJK�VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV� 76KV������

LY� &DPSLQJ�IHH�IRU�&ROOHJH�DQG�8QLYHUVLW\�� �
students TShs 3,000

Y�� +XWV�DQG�KRVWHO�IRU�WKH�VWXGHQWV� 76KV������

T. Multiple entry in the park
There shall be two multiple entries in the Park where entry fees 

shall apply

i.  Day-trip permit, which is valid for twelve daylight hours and 

allows multiple entries within such validity period.

ii.  A sleep-over permit which is valid for twenty-four hours and 

allows multiple entries within such validity period.

U. Tourism Investment Site Allocation Fee and Annual  
 Land Base Rent Fee

1RQ�5HIXQGDEOH�7RXULVP�,QYHVWPHQW�6LWH�$OORFDWLRQ�DQG��

$QQXDO�/DQG�%DVH�5HQW�IHHV�IRU�QHZ�LQYHVWRUV�LQ�1DWLRQDO�

Parks.

L��� 1RQ�5HIXQGDEOH�7RXULVP�,QYHVWPHQW�6LWH�� �
Allocation fee  US$ 1,000  



LL�� $QQXDO�/DQG�%DVH�5HQW�IHH�

 a) Seasonal campsites US$ 100

 b) Permanent Tented Camps US$ 1,000

 c) Lodges US$ 5,000

NOTE: 

�� &RQVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�9HKLFOH�IHHV�DUH�IRU�PXOWLSOH�HQWU\

�� Fee once paid is non- refundable

�� 3URRI�RI�LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�LV�PDQGDWRU\�DW�HQWU\�JDWH

�� $OO�WDULIIV�DUH�9$7�������H[FOXVLYH

�� ([SDWULDWHV�UHVLGHQWV�DQG�WKHLU�GHSHQGHQWV�OLYLQJ�LQ�
7DQ]DQLD�PXVW�KDYH�HLWKHU�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GRFXPHQWV��
UHVLGHQWV�SHUPLW�&ODVV�$�%�RU�&��H[HPSWLRQ�FHUWLÀFDWH��
temporary pass attached with

�� *RYHUQPHQW�UHFHLSW�SOXV�DFNQRZOHGJHPHQW�OHWWHU��DQG�
Diplomatic passport or ID

�� EAC citizen refers to the nationals of Tanzania, Kenya, 

8JDQGD��%XUXQGL��5ZDQGD�DQG�6RXWK�6XGDQ

�� Nationals of other EAC member states must produce their 

passport at entry gate

�� ($&�SULYDWH�YHKLFOHV�DUH�VWULFWO\�SURKLELWHG�WR�FRQGXFW�DQ\�
tourism business in the park

�� )RU�YLGHR�VKRRWLQJ�FRQVXOW�3DUN�0DQDJHPHQW�IRU�JXLGDQFH

Visit and support

Visit the park and experience the real side of an Africa culture where locals 

can share their traditions and cultural values where you can contribute by 

improving their livelihood in this ever changing world! Thank you!



Park Rules and Regulations
Please do not
��/LWWHU�
��.LOO��KDUDVV��GLVWXUE�RU�IHHG�DQ\�ZLOG�DQLPDOV�LQ�WKH�3DUN
��(QWHU�WKH�SDUN�ZLWKRXW�D�YDOLG�SHUPLW
��3XVK�\RXUVHOI�WR�JR�LI�\RXU�ERG\�LV�H[KDXVWHG�RU�LI�\RX�KDYH�

extreme mountain sickness

��,JQLWH�ZLOGÀUHV
��(UHFW��PDUN�RU�UHPRYH�DQ\�VLJQERDUG�LQ�WKH�3DUN
��(QWHU�RU�OHDYH�WKH�3DUN�DW�SRLQWV�RWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�RIÀFLDO�HQWU\�H[LW�

gates stipulated in your permit

��+LNH�DQG�FDPS�DW�WKH�GHVLJQDWHG�WUDLO�DQG�FDPSVLWHV�RQO\

Chimp viewing regulations 
ChiPSDQ]HHV�DUH�PDQ·V�FORVHVW�OLYLQJ�UHODWLYHV�DQG�ZH�VKDUH�����
of our genes this making chimps more susceptible to most human 

LQIHFWLRXV�GLVHDVH��7R�KHOS�XV�SURWHFW�PDKDOH·V�SUHFLRXV�FKLPS��
Please;-

��  Maintain a distance of at least 10 meters from the chimps at all 

times. 

�� �$OZD\V�ZHDU�D�PDVN��SURYLGHG�E\�\RXU�JXLGH��RYHU�\RXU�QRVH�
and mouth when you are close (50m) to a chimps.

��  Do not eat or drink, while you are near the chimpanzees

�� �'R�QRW�OHDYH�SHUVRQDO�EHORQJLQJV�RQ�WKH�JURXQG

�� �,I� \RX� IHHO� WKH� XUJH� WR� FRXJK� RU� VQHH]H� ZKHQ� \RX·UH� QHDU�
WKH�FKLPSV��SOHDVH�FRYHU�\RXU�QRVH�DQG�PRXWK�WR�UHGXFH�WKH�
spread of germs.

��  Try not to go to use bush toilet in the forest

�� �<RX·UH�QRW�DOORZHG�WR�YLVLW�WKH�FKLPSV�LI�\RX�DUH�VLFN�RU�KDYH�
an infectious disease  

�� �1R�SHUVRQ�XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI����LV�SHUPLWWHG�WR�YLVLW�WKH�FKLPSV��

�� �1R�PRUH�WKDQ���YLVLWRUV��SOXV�RQH�JXLGH��DUH�SHUPLWWHG�FORVH�
to the chimps at any one time

�� �0D[LPXP�YLHZLQJ�WLPH�LV�RQH�KRXU.



For more information please contact

&RPPDQGLQJ�2IÀFHU
Mahale Mountain National Park

3�2��%R[�����
Kigoma, Tanzania

7HO������������������_�)D[�����������������
(�PDLO��VRNZH#WDQ]DQLDSDUNV�JR�W]�
:HE��ZZZ�WDQ]DQLDSDUNV�JR�W]


